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In operation since 1978, the Learning Center utilizes six classrooms to provide childcare 
for children from infants of four-weeks through five years of age. The center operates Monday 
through Friday, year-round, from 6:30 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 

The purpose of the Learning Center is to provide the Lakewood community and the 
surrounding areas a safe, nurturing, and stimulating environment where children can grow and 
develop physically, intellectually, socially, and emotionally, and where the love of Jesus Christ is 
modeled and communicated. 

As many of you may remember, we were selected to participate in The Lakewood Early 
Learning Alignment grant, which began January 2011 of this year. This has been an amazing 
experience for our staff including trainings and weekly on-site coaching to assist us in our 
ongoing professional development. In the last couple of months, we have begun using a 
computer-based assessment and curriculum planning tool called Teaching Strategies GOLD in 
conjunction with Creative Curriculum as the base of our classroom interventions. We are very 
excited about the changes this grant has brought about in our center. 

All the Center's special events were a great success thanks to our wonderful and 
hardworking staff. In 2011, we had very busy days, and the months seemed to fly by. Summer 
was busy with visits from the Reptile Man, clowns, puppets, the Lakewood Fire Department, the 
Jungle Tunnel, and ending with Vacation Bible School. In July, we had our 11 th Annual 
Rummage Sale (we took last year off for good behavior), and it was a surprising success. The 
sale brought in an incredible $3,000.00, which in this economy is amazing! Fall started with our 
annual Harvest Fest, and as always, December ended with our Santa's Work Shop, our 
Christmas Program, a visit from Santa, and class parties with family and friends. At the 
December PW Gathering, the lovely Presbyterian Women honored the Learning Center with a 
generous donation for our children. We are truly thankful for the church's continual blessings. 

Our staff is privileged to have the opportunity to share in the Center's mission with the 
continuing help of Pastor James, Pastor Cheryl, Judi Rash, Kate Burch, Patsy Zotkie, 
Presbyterian Women, and an incredibly supportive and caring Learning Center Board. We are 
also very grateful to all of the members of the church who continually donate time, supplies, and 
give support to the Center, the children, and our staff. Your continued support and words of 
encouragement throughout the year are most appreciated. The Learning Center continues to be a 
successful ministry because of the many devoted people at Little Church. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pat Ivy, Center Director 
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The Reading Group continues with choices from the "Book Club Kits" at the Lakewood 
Library. 

We had some good and some not so good reads. Not every book suits all tastes in style and 
content. 

We read the following books in 2011: 

~ Henry's Sisters by Cathy Lamb 

~ Uncommon Reader by Alan Bennett 

~ Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

~ Cost by Roxana Robinson 

~ Highest Tide by Jim Lynch 

~ The Known World by Edward P. Jones 

~ Homecoming by Berhard ScWink 

~ Kabul Beauty School by Deborah Rodriquez 

~ Friday Nights by Joanna Trollope 

~ The Housekeeper and the Professor by Yoko Ogawa 

~ We skipped our November pick (too big) and in December we brought Christmas stories. 

The reading group is open to anyone who wishes to join. If would like to meet with us, 

contact Shirley Burrow -253-756-7428 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shirley Burrows 
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Cub Scout Pack 53 
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The Cub Scout Pack 53 of Little Church on the Prairie has had a very productive and 

busy 2011. We started our year off with our annual Blue and Gold party combined with the 
Pinewood Derby in celebration of Boy Scouts 101 5t Birthday! Since then we have contributed to 
various community projects to include the following: annual Scouting for Food Drive held every 
spring, assisted Eagle Scout Projects through trail restoration at Wards Lake Park, participated in 
Lakewood's Make a Difference Day at Fort Steilacoom Park, helped with both spring and fall 

clean-up at Little Church on the Prairie, provided color guard support for local school 
assemblies, a military retirement ceremony, and a Veterans Day Ceremony at Trinity Lutheran 
Church of Parkland, participated in Lakewood's Patriots Day Ceremony, and finally finished off 
the year with another Holiday Food Drive for our local Fish Food Bank and gifting of 5 fully 
packed boxes for Operation Christmas Child. 

One of our milestones for the year is breaking a record in popcorn sales! We sold over 
$10,000 in popcorn of which proceeds go toward the Cub Scouts dues and registration along 
with helping pay for the boys to attend camps throughout the year. Attending summer camp is 
definitely one of the highlights ofthe year along with having our annual water slide party and 
Rain Gutter Regatta boat races during the summer as well. 

This last fall, we were blessed to add about 20 new Cub Scout families to our Pack 
bringing our total number of Cub Scouts to 45 boys! We are thankful to have such dedicated 
leaders and parents to help guide our boys in becoming great leaders of the future. Most 
certainly, we could not have accomplished so much without the steadfast support of Little 
Church on the Prairie. Without the backing of the church we would not have the honor of being 
one of the oldest packs in the state! This year we are proud to announce that Cub Pack 53 will be 
celebrating its 70th Birthday! Thank you The Little Church on the Prairie for making this 

possible! God Bless You! 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Carla Richards, Cub Scout Pack 53 Assistant Cubmaster 
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Boy Scout Troop 53 
2011 Annual Report 

The year 2011 was a very busy yet productive year for Boy Scouts of America 
Troop 53 charted with Little Church on the Prairie (LCOP) in Lakewood, WA. 

In January 2011, the Troop went snow camping in the Greenwater Mountains of 
the Olympic Peninsula region in Washington State. The Troop worked on fulfilling the 
requirements for the Camping merit badge and rank advancement. Later on that month, 
the Troop had a late night hotdog cookout at Alan Billingsley's and did a night hike from 
Oak Brook to Chambers Bay and back. In February, the Troop toured Lakewood Fire 
Station # 20 on Pacific Highway South in partial fUlfillment for the Fire Safety Merit 
Badge and went Geocaching at Ft. Steilacoom Park in Lakewood, WA. In March, the 
Troop went camping at Hama-Hama in the Olympic Peninsula and groomed over 10,000 
feet oftrails and installed trailhead fencing in completion ofEagle Scout Service projects 
for Tom Kramer, Peter McClusky and Jared Stadler at Wards Lake Park in Lakewood. In 
March, the Troop finished the Fire Safety Merit Badge and toured the Joint Base Lewis 
McChord Aviation Museum and the Boeing C-17 Aircrew Training Systems facility. 
Along with completing the Aviation Merit Badge requirements, the Scouts actually got a 
chance to fly a C-17 aircraft simulator with Air Force instructors on hand for training. 
The Troop also conducted a Court of Honor that month. 

In April, the Troop went on a 1O-mile bike hike to Porter Creek Campgrounds in 
the Capital Forest Region of the Olympic National Forest and the Troop Honor Guard 
also performed a flag ceremony for Lakewood Baseball Club for the Opening Jamboree 
Tournament. In May, the Troop went rock climbing at Edgework's Climbing, an indoor 
climbing gym in Tacoma, WA. in completion of the Climbing Merit Badge. The Troop 
conducted multiple swimming sessions at the Lakewood YMCA to meet rank 
requirements and in preparation for the Boy Scout swim test for summer camp in July, 
and also conducted a Court of Honor. In July, the Troop went to Boy Scout Summer 
Camp at Camp Hahobas on the Olympic Peninsula from 17-23 July, 2011. In August, the 
Troop went back to Camp Hahobas for more camping, conducted service projects, did 
some swimming and completed other rank advancement requirements. In August, the 
Glacier View District conducted their annual popcorn sales fundraiser kick-off with the 
Troop completing fall planning for community popcorn sales. In September, the Troop 
went camping at Camp Thunderbird for fun, rank advancement, and to sharpen their 
camping skills. 

In October, the Troop conducted several weekend popcorn sales outings at the 
Walgreens and Lowes in Lakewood, WA. and sold over $1300 in popcorn. The Troop 
did a 5 mile day hike in Dupont, WA. on the Sequalichew Creek trail and stopped en­
route to visit an old stranded concrete military weapons barge on an outer sand bar at low 
tide. November was an extremely busy month. The Troop went swimming at Clover Park 
High School for fun and rank advancement and participated in the annual LCOP church 
grounds clean up. The Troop went bowling, over-night camping at Alan Billingsley's and 
made 30 Christmas swags which the Scouts sold for fundraising. The Scouts conducted 
one more weekend of community popcorn sales at Walgreens in Lakewood and fmalized 
combined Troop and individual sales at $1700 with over $3,000 in total sales and 



----- -

donations. This amounted to a total net profit of over $1000 for the Scouts to split 
amongst themselves, which they used to offset membership/re-charter and 2012 Summer 
Camp dues. The Troop finished the Camping and Painting Merit Badges and re­
registered with Glacier View District that month as well. In December, the Troop 
conducted its final Court ofHonor on December 13,2011, thus completing activities for 
2011. 

2012 holds to be another busy year with Troop 53 celebrating its 70th birthday 
with LCOP. LCOP is an incredible blessing to the Boy Scouts of America and more 
importantly, the Scouts of Troop 53. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeff Richards, Scoutmaster 


