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The Presbyterian Women ofThe Little Church on the Prairie continued to 
generously fund mission projects locally and overseas in 2011. 

The proceeds of the Fall Bazaar, which is our major funding source, along with 
the mission offering taken at the PW Gatherings and the Circle meetings, are the funds 
PW has to support our missions. The Fall Bazaar is organized by the ladies of Dorcas 
Circle. 

Members of all circles and non-members alike prepare items to be sold at the 
bazaar. Bazaar set-up day and selling day bring many people together to make the 
bazaar and accompanying lunch a great success. Many things that had been donated for 
the used items were not sold. Those were boxed up and stored for the Learning Center 
rummage sale next summer. 

At each Gathering (5) a specific Mission is included in the program and receives a 
gift of $200.00 from PW as well as any additional funds given by the ladies who attend 
the Gatherings. Some of our recipients also receive shower items appropriate for the 
program. You can see from the following that we have wonderful generous support from 
our attendees: 

•	 Family Renewal Shelter: a very successful program for women and children 
escaping domestic abuse ($1243.00). 

•	 Trinity After School Program: adult tutors helping first graders with their
 
reading skills ($449.00 + shower items).
 

•	 LASA: helps families with transitional housing. LASA received all the quilts that 
were not sold at the bazaar. This year there were 4 large quilts and 13 small quilts 
and throws plus additional bazaar items. Value of all given to LASA was $992.00. 

•	 Rescue Mission: This was a new mission project this year. The Rescue Mission is 
a community wide program to help families with housing, clothing, meals etc. 
($638.00). 

•	 The Learning Center: There are always things the Learning Center needs to 
maintain their program. We are more than happy to help this wonderful Christian 
safe place for children of the area ($417.00). 

•	 Comfy Closet at Mary Bridge Safe and Sound: advocates for children who 
have to be removed from their homes for any reason deemed to be unsafe for the 
child/children ($577.00). 

•	 Other Mission Projects funded in 2011 are: 
1.	 A monetary gift of$100.00 from PW as well as an additional $100 from a PW 

member is given to Ms Shiamala Baby (India) for a program to help abused 
women. She started this program after she escaped from an abusive marriage. 
($2400) 

2.	 In June we presented the Food Bank with a check for $319.92. This represents 
the monies we collect at each circle meeting (.03 a day) to help fight hunger. 

3.	 On Thank Offering Sunday we received, from the congregation, gifts of 
$1302.00. All of these funds go directly to the PW committee ofPCUSA in 



Louisville and are then distributed to national and international projects for 
women learning to help themselves out of their dire circumstances. 

4.	 We supported the LCOP Youth Club with $300.00. 

•	 Other Presbyterian Women's projects that we participate in are the Birthday 
Offering ($206.03) and Fellowship of the Least Coin ($26.21). 

We also contributed 3 quilts to one of the FOCUS projects. 
We support the work ofwomen in the greater Presbyterian Church with our 

Mission Pledges of$625.00 to Presbytery, $500.00 to General Assembly and $375.00 to 
Synod. 

We honored the memory of three of our Presbyterian Women who passed away in 
2011 with gifts to the Memorial Fund totaling $75.00. 

Each year Presbyterian Women present anHonorary Membership to one or more 
persons. We honored Tim Gary in 2011 for the many contributions he has made to our 
church. If there is a project to be done, he's always there to say "Yes". 

We plan a special evening program on May 8t
\ 2012 at 7 p.m. that will be open to 

all of the congregation. Our speaker will tell us about a wonderful program to help 
women and families in Africa to have easily available water, education and income 
possibilities. 
Every lady of the congregation is a member ofPW. Just find a circle that will fit 
your schedule. You'll make new friends and form warm bonds. 

As you can see, the women ofThe Little Church on the Prairie continue to 
support, willingly and lovingly, the mission of the church. 

Doris Johnson 
Moderator 
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Highlights for the Prairie Schooners in 2011 consisted of great friendship, entertaining 
and very interesting programs, and delicious lunches, which were prepared by Don Johnson, the 
Learning Center's Chef. Attendance varied, depending on the program of the day and the time 
of the year. Overall attendance per meeting averaged 15 to 17 guests. In the months of June and 
August, we lunched at local restaurants, and July was vacation time. 
During the remainder of the year, we shared the following programs: 

January 20th 
- Duncan and Joan Cook were kind enough to share pictures and
 

experiences of a recent trip.
 
February 17th 

- We had a very interesting and controversial presentation by Iman
 
AbdulKadir and Mr. Yahya Malik discussing Muslim religion and traditions.
 
March 24th 

- Major (Ret) Reynold Muranaka, a veteran of World War II and Korean
 
War, gave a fascinating review of his experiences as a Japanese American in a U.S.
 
uniform during both wars until his retirement from the U.S. Army.
 
April 21 st - Doug Watts talked to us explaining the advantages of Life Line in the home,
 
especially for senior citizens, in the event of a fall or other emergency.
 
May 19th 

- Time again for more entertainment from the Memorie Singers.
 
June, July, and August - Lunch and vacation time.
 
September 15th 

- Eric Quist, Manager of Gift Planning, Mary Bridge Health Foundation,
 
provided insight into the Tree House, a "home away from home" for families who have a
 
loved one, especially a child, in the hospital.
 
October 10tiI 

- Mike Burch kindly stepped in and showed us the wonderful technique
 
developed for Compassion International, which changed dirty water into clean drinking
 
water. He also explained its use in third world countries, as well as other emergencies
 
where clean water is needed.
 
November 17th 

- Matt Santelle of the Pierce County Aging and Disability Resource
 
Center warned about and gave us precautions concerning fraud and scams frequently
 
used against people, particularly seniors.
 
December 15th 

- We were privileged to hear Christmas carols sung by the Memorie
 
Singers.
 
Again, I take this opportunity to thank those helpers who have done so much to prepare
 
for each of our meetings, particularly Esther Henderson, Barbara Riggs, and Lucille
 
Gehringer. Also, a thank you to Chef Don for each and every tasty lunch he prepared.
 
Place the third Thursday ofeach month on your calendar to join us for Prairie Schooners!
 
If you can make it, we would love to see you. And, if you know of any interesting,
 
thought-provoking speakers, let me know.
 

Respectfully submitted, 
H.L. "Shelly" Shellabarger 
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The ROMEO's is a national organization loosely established several decades ago across 
the United States. The late Cal Page formed the LCOP ROMEO's a little over two years ago as 
an independent Christian men's fellowship group, meeting on Monday mornings twice a month 
at Burs Restaurant here in Lakewood. Last year we decided to join the national ROMEO registry 
via the internet, aligning us with the many other groups around the country. It identifies our 
membership with a short introduction and features our church "bell tower logo" as seen on the 
church stationary. Shortly thereafter, member Bob Pack ordered the official red caps with the 
embroidered ROMEO name in recognition of belonging to the national organization. Quite 
impressive, we decided. 

In December of2011, we mourned the loss of one of our charter members when Bob 
Barlow passed away. We will miss his friendliness, upbeat attitude and sense of humor. Even in 
his declining condition, Bob continued to participate in our activities whenever possible. 

Throughout the year we volunteered to help with church related projects such as power 
washing sidewalks and buildings and in July the ROMEO's provided a "chili dog" lunch for 
participants ofthe FISH Food Bank at the Lakewood Methodist Church, serving approximately 
150 family members. A breakfast at Patriots Landing early in the year allowed some of the 
resident LCOP men who are unable to meet with us montWy to join us. 

Occasionally providing snacks for the Sunday morning fellowship hour between services 
is also on our agenda. Member Tim Gary continues to take on individual projects around the 
campus and is currently making an effort to arrange and supply donated tools for a workshop 
back in the garage area. Bob Pack is another "handyman" ROMEO member who uses his 
carpentry skills around the church and Floyd Collins is likewise a member often seen working 
behind the scenes on campus. We invite all retired men of Little Church to join us and enjoy a 
breakfast and fellowship at Burs. It's free, there are no dues and no meetings to attend! 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Ken Upton, ROMEO member 
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